Interpreting the Bible

Principle II: Observe the Context
I. Context of a passage

a. Most abused factor in interpreting the Bible

b. Common mistakes
i. Prooftexting – “Where there is no vision...” (Prov 29:18, Lam 2:9)

ii. Stopping at chapter breaks (Heb 12)
c. "Context is basic because it forces the interpreter to examine the entire line of thought of the writer. When the interpreter projects his own ideas into the thought he is interpreting, he ceases being an honest interpreter and becomes a personal propagandist under the guise of explaining the work of another." (Mickelsen)

II. Immediate Context

a. Read carefully that which precedes and follows the verse you’re studying

b. The Key = Repeated Reading and Ability to Summarize

c. Phillipians 1:19 – Paul’s soul saved?

d. Chapter break example – Hebrews 12

III. Book Context

a. Basic unit of scripture = a book!

b. Keep your interpretation clean with S.O.A.P.
i. Structure, Occasion, Argument, Purpose

c. Example – Book of Galatians

IV. Bible Context

a. Particulars must be interpreted in harmony with the whole Bible
b. Statements must be understood in light of:

i. The progressive unfolding of God’s plan 
1. God’s plan for the Gentiles – Mt 10:1-6 vs. Eph 3:5, Mt 28:18-20

2. Spirit’s activity -- Ezek 36:26
ii. The covenantal context 
1. A continuance of certain ordinances (Rom 13:8-10)

2. An annulment of other regulations (Heb 8:13)
a. All Scripture is for me but not all Scripture is to me (1 Cor 10:11)
3. An introduction of new principles (Mt 16:18)
a. Present promises prevent past performance (Job 1 Vs. Dt 28)
c. General Rule – “Scripture interprets scripture”

i. Rom 3:28 Vs. Jas 2:24 – Faith or works?????
ii. Matthew 10:1-6 vs. 28:18-20 – Preach to gentiles or not?????
iii. Guidelines

1. The obscure is subject to the clear

2. Narrative is subject to the didactic

3. Partial is subject to the complete (Compare Mt 16:16, Mk 8:29, Lk 9:20)
V. What type of context is violated in each of these (Immediate, Book, Bible)?

a. “Hey there are 3 of us here, and where 2 or 3 are gathered, God is here” (Mt 18:20)

b. "Hey, let’s all go get drunk. After all, the Bible says, eat, drink and be merry." (Lk 12:16-21)
c. "Nobody who sins is going to heaven, because the Bible says no one who is born of God practices sin." (I John 3:9, compare with I John 1:9 – 2:1)

d. "It’s sinful to do any work on Saturday, because Scripture says Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy." (Exodus 20:8)

e. "Son, you had better clean up your room! The Bible says, let all things be done properly and in an orderly manner." (I Corinthians 14:40)

f. "I'm going to get even with him, since the Bible says, eye for eye, tooth for tooth Deut 19:21)

g. "I decided to go on welfare when I realized that the Bible taught me to not worry yourself to gain riches." (Proverbs 23:4)

