Principle III: Determine the Historical Setting

I. The books of the Bible were originally written in specific historical settings

a. Danger of ignoring this fact 

b. They must first be understood in light of the historical situation

c. The primary source of information 

II. The Author

a. Who was he?
b. What can be known of his life and character? 

c. What were the circumstances under which he wrote?  
d. Practice in Galatians

i. What was Paul’s frame of mind (1:6, 4:11, 4:19-20, 5:10)

III. The Readers

a. It is also helpful to seek to discover all one can about the readers of the biblical writing. 

b. Who were they? Often they are unspecified; sometimes we must surmise who they were. What was their geographical location? What was it like where they lived? What was their life situation? What was their spiritual condition?

c. Practice in Galatians

i. Who are the readers? (1:2, 3:26, 4:6, 4:9, 4:15, 4:19)

IV. The Writing

a. From where was it written? 

b. When was it written? What kind of literature is it? 

c. Why was it written?

d. Practice in Galatians

i. Why did Paul write? (1:6, 3:1-7, 5:1, 5:16)

V. The Chronology

a. Fitting the contents of a given book of the Bible into its appropriate chronological setting is also important in interpretation. At times, events of world history form the context for the messages of the books of the Bible. 

VI. The Geography

a. "To try to interpret the Bible without a basic geographical understanding of the Bible lands is like trying to watch a drama with no scenery."  (Bernard Ramm)

b. The careful student of Scripture will always want to be able to visualize the geographical setting of Scripture. If a locality is known, then all available data on its history, politics, customs, religions, philosophies, climate, commerce, etc. should be gathered.

VII. The Culture

a. "The total ways, methods, manners, tools, customs, buildings, institutions, and so forth, by means of which, and through which, a clan, tribe, or a nation carry on their existence" (Bernard Ramm).

b. Culture is the way of life of a people, the elements that make up their everyday existence and experience.

c. Since the Bible is divine revelation, its truth is above culture,  But written to a specific culture!

d. God’s principles do not change, though the application of His truth may well vary from culture to culture and from one age to another. 

