Five Necessary Components for an Indestructible Ministry (Acts 5:27-42)


I. An Inspired Commission (vv.27-28)
A. Apostles received commission in Acts 1:8

B. The apostles had an inspired commission; we also do

1. Theirs came directly from Christ (1:8); Ours comes directly from God through His Word
II. An Inflexible Obedience (v.29)

A. They recognized God is their highest authority

1. Normally called to obey all authorities & laws (e.g. paying taxes, speed limit)
a. Titus 3:1 – “…be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed” (c.f. Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17)

b. True, except in the case when they call for violation of God’s law (e.g. Daniel)
B. Highest allegiance and loyalty to God

1. “it is necessary to obey God…”  – Binding moral necessity – no choice
a. Martin Luther –  “I am bound by the Scriptures…my conscience is held captive to the Word of God”

b. Many issues in our culture where we have to make a choice:

c. Stand firm on the Word of God, regardless of the consequences
III. An Intense Passion (vv.30-33)

A. The ultimate injustice: killing their Messiah (v.30)
B. He died to grant forgiveness of sins to the people that killed Him (v.31)
C. He is both Lord and Savior (v.31)
1. John Calvin​ – “…He has been raised to the right hand of God His Father in all glory and majesty and…every creature must be subjected to Him”

2. Repentance and Lordship – foundational to the gospel

IV. An Invincible Ordination (vv.34-39)
A. God has a sovereign purpose/plan that cannot be resisted or thwarted

1. Psalm 33:11 – “The counsel of the LORD stands forever, The plans of His heart from generation to generation.”
2. Isaiah 46:10 – “…My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure”
3. No one can resist the eternal purpose/plan of God – overall or individual
4. Trusting in the sovereignty of God is one of the greatest comforts

V. An Indescribable Joy (vv.40-42)
A. If we truly minister in the name of Jesus, we will be persecuted and even hated (2 Tim. 3:12; John 15:18-19)
a. If you are never persecuted or hated something is wrong (Luke 6:26)

B. “41 So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.”

1. Perhaps the Holy Spirit brought to their remembrance these words of Jesus (Luke 6:22-23)

2. Joy is independent of earthly circumstances – fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23)

a. MacArthur – “One of the surest measures of our spiritual maturity is what it takes to rob us of our Spirit-bestowed joy.” 
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