John 15 – the Vine and the Branches
I. Cultural Relevance

a. “One of the most important products of Palestine” – Very relevant to His audience.

b. God had called Israel a vine in the OT
II. Context

III. VERSE 1
a. Israel was once called the vine, but had failed.  Christ is the true vine, and the Father is the husbandmen ( “vine-dresser” – Weymouth)

b. “one who has the care of a vineyard; whose office it is to nurture, trim, and defend the vine, and who of course feels a deep interest in its growth and welfare” – Barnes
IV. VERSE 2
a. Branch “in me”
b. Bear no fruit = taken away
c. Bears fruit = keeps it “clean” (katharizo) by pruning it 
V. VERSE 3
a. “Clean” – same word as “purge” in VERSE 2
b. Clean in the sense of nice clean pruned landscaping
c. disciples who are already bearing fruit are purged “through the Word”
d. So the Word of God is given to fruit-bearers in order to clean up the tree to let it bear more fruit.
e. Eph 5:25-27 “washing of water by the Word”

VI. VERSE 4-5
a. There is a vital life-union between the vine and branches
b. Without the vine the branch can do nothing 
c. Without the branch, the vine can also do nothing 
d. We are the body of Christ – Christ the head, and we are the rest of the body working 
e. All the vine possesses belongs to the branches 
f. All the branch possesses belongs to the vine 

g. “All that Jesus is in Heaven, He is for us” – Murray

h. The Object of the illustration = fruit. What is fruit?
VII. VERSES 6-7  TWO PEOPLE (JESUS SPOKE IN BLACK AND WHITE)
a. The one who doesn’t abide – Hell fire

b. The one who abides 

a. As we let His words abide in us, we are cleansed/purged (verse 3), so that we can bear more fruit = answered prayer.  Our prayers will line up with the blessed will of the vine.  

i. 1Jo 2:24  

B) VERSE 8

a. This fruit (including answered prayer) in turn glorifies the Father and keeps us in the position of “disciple”.  A disciple continually learns and exhibits the behavior of their master.

b. Parallel concept is in 1 John 3


i. Vv 22-23
ii. So the commandments are twofold:  FAITH and LOVE

1. We must ACCEPT OUR POSITION AS BRANCH AND YIELD TO THE INCOMING SAP.  

C) VERSE 9 – Continue in the love of God  

D) VERSE 10 – Our assurance of abiding is two-fold

a. External = observance of His commandments 

a. Internal = by the witness of the Holy Spirit

B) VERSE 11 – The whole reason for the illustration

a. For His JOY to remain (Greek Abide – meno) in us!!

b. Not supposed to be a strenuous life of works 

c. Joy may be full – metaphor 

