More than Words: The Significance of Scripture

Our Response – Consume the Pages of God’s Word

· Treasure it – "I have not departed from the command of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food. (Job 23:12)
· Live by it – "…man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD. (Deuteronomy 8:3)
· Long for it – like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation (1 Peter 2:2)
· Hold it tightly – Do not let me wander from Your commandments. (Psalm 119:10)
· Delight in it – I shall delight in Your commandments, Which I love. (Psalm 119:47)
· Believe it (John 6:68,69), honor it (Job 23:12), love it (Ps. 119:97), obey it (1 John 2:5), guard it (1 Tim. 6:20), fight for it (Jude 3), teach it (2 Tim. 4:2), study it (Ezra 7:10), meditate on it (Joshua 1:8), let it dwell in you (Colossians 3:16), let it renew your mind (Romans 12:2, Ephesians 4:20-24)

· It carries the proclamation of God – Do you want to know what God has to say?  Seek, listen, and obey.

· How much time do you spend listening to what the world has to say versus what God has to say?  

· Reading the newspaper versus reading God’s eternal word?  

· It captures the portrait of God – How well do you know God?  Knowledge of God = knowledge of Bible. 

· God does not whisper in our ears and we don’t learn by osmosis.  The only way is through His Word.

· How many people do you know more than you know God?

· It contains the properties of God – Treating the Bible with reverence vs. pick and choose theology? 

· It conveys the power of God – Have you been transformed by its life-changing power? 

· Do you believe it is everything you need?  Do your actions reflect this?

· Time spent listening to the preaching of the Word vs. watching football?

· It communicates the promises of God – How often do you think about the promises of God in His Word?

	Here is the spring where waters flow, To quench our heat of sin:

Here is the tree where truth doth grow, To lead our lives therein:

Here is the judge that stints the strife, When men’s devices fail:

Here is the bread that feeds the life That death cannot assail.

The tidings of salvation dear, Comes to our ears from hence:

The fortress of our faith is here, And shield of our defense.

Then be not like the swine that hath A pearl at his desire,

And takes more pleasure from the trough And wallowing in the mire.

Read not this book in any case, But with a single eye:

Read not but first desire God’s grace, To understand thereby.

Pray still in faith with this respect, To bear good fruit therein,

That knowledge may bring this effect, To mortify thy sin.

Then happy you shall be in all your life, What so to you befalls:

Yes, double happy you shall be, When God by death you calls.
 

	This book contains: the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. Its doctrine is holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true, and its decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise, believe it to be saved, and practice it to be holy. It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s charter. Here heaven is open, and the gates of hell are disclosed. Christ is the grand subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its end. It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet. Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, health to the soul, and a river of pleasure. It is given to you here in this life, will be opened at the judgment, and is established forever. It involves the highest responsibility, will reward the greatest labor, and condemn all who trifle with its contents.




1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.
�From the first Bible printed in Scotland—1576
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