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FedEx Bible Study

Over the last few weeks the subject of revival has continued to surface in different ministries that I have been attending.  Along with that the book of Nehemiah has been used extensively for these same ministries.  So, before I start on the lesson I want to describe a few trends I have been noticing.

1. The word revival has been used quite a bit recently.  I don’t know if we are going to see true revival in our day.  I pray that God would grant us that favor, but we don’t know his timing.  Last week we had a great lesson on what true revival is, and how we know the marks of it.  I really enjoyed that lesson.  I don’t think it was by mistake that Chad would teach on that subject.

2. Secondly, while I was in Peru there was a free move of God that I have never seen before.  We held many church services and at every service people were worshipping, praying, and wanting to receive prayer with a sense of liberty that is uncommon in the circles that I am in.  

The point is not to compare the US Christians with Peruvians, but what is important is that God is moving in the world – especially in Tingo Maria, Peru.  

3. The book of Nehemiah has been used in the last few months by almost every ministry that I have been a part of.  During our prayer time and preparation time for Peru, Nehemiah was used.  My Pastor preached out of Nehemiah during our time in Peru, and after we returned home.  Then last week, Chad taught out of that book.  And, during preparation for this week I continued to be drawn to Nehemiah, and his counterpart Ezra. 

These two books continue to come up because I believe they have something to say to us as Christians today.  These books were written thousands of years ago, but they are extremely relevant for us in America.

4. Lastly, I want to read a couple of words of prophecy from our church service from July 20.  It speaks on revival.

The Lord says," I'm pleading with you again.  You say you want to see impossible things.  You want to see revival in Pittsburgh.  I plead with you, are you willing?  Are you willing to be My instrument and usher in the impossible?  Can you come out of yourself and into Me long enough to see Me do the impossible?  I have been moving among you, but you stop -just short of the impossible.  Look at all the miracles done in this body--Don Soto raised from the dead, baby David snatched from the clutches of death!  I am moving!  Open your eyes!  See Me move mightily!
This IS Mission:  Impossible, but ALL things are possible with Me."
 
Praise God!  I do believe He will use us to usher in the impossible! Thanks for letting me share.  Service was great, and there will be a lot more of them as God moves us!
World Power

If you look at a world map it appears that the balance of world power is slowly switching to the East.  For the last 400-500 years the West has been the part of the world where change started.  The West has set military standards, economic standards, and won all major wars.  The West has also been synonymous with Christianity.  It used to be called the Christian West.  Now it appears things are slowly starting to change.

The US, Great Britain, and Europe are still more advanced in every way shape and form compared to the East, and Middle East, but compared to 50 years ago, things are drastically different.  Some scholars have put timeframes on when they expect the West to fall.  

Many people in the academic world attribute many reasons for this apparent shift in world power – demographic shifts, economic changes (specifically a shift to the nanny state), fat and happy, etc – but without belaboring on all of the academic reasons I want to tell you what a couple of Pastors have to say about some of the countries in the East.

India

A couple of weeks ago the Director of all the Assembly of God churches in Southern India spoke at our morning Sunday service.  He came with a great report on what God is doing in Southern India.  He told us the kingdom is growing by leaps and bounds with people being radically saved, filled with the Holy Ghost, and set free from generations of idol worship.  

He told us about what happened on East Sunday for the last two years.  They set out to plant 500 plus churches and open them simultaneously on East Sunday.  That was his goal two years ago.  This past year he planned to open over 700 churches.  He did!  

During lunch I asked him what people could do if we decided to take a short term missions trip?  Without hesitating he said crusades.  When crusades are held hundreds of people accept Jesus as Savior, and turn from their pagan religions.  Often times they have a trained Pastor on site, and at the end of the crusade they gather all of the new believers and say okay go with this man he is your Pastor.  This is how they start new churches!

This great revival is happening in the face of terrible persecution.  It is a huge deal for an Indian to accept Jesus.  Many people are killed, thrown out of their homes, and banished from their families and/or communities.  Yet, they view giving all of that up a worthy price to pay to be known by God.

China

The Indian Pastor told us of another nation that is seeing large amounts of people giving lives to Christ – China.  He said some people have estimated almost 43,000 people are saved daily.  This is a nation where it is illegal to proselytize your faith, and to attend a church outside of the government mandated churches.

Indonesia

The last country is the largest Muslim nation on the planet – Indonesia.  In July I was fortunate enough to rub shoulders with a modern day apostle, Jeff Hartsenveld.  He doesn’t call himself that, but I call him that because this man is doing exactly what Paul did – taking the Gospel to people who have never heard the name of Jesus.  

During our time together he told me that within a few decades Indonesia will no longer be the largest Muslim nation on the planet.  India will take over that spot.  This will happen because India’s population continues to grow, but also because Indonesia is seeing people come to Christ in large numbers.  It is common for people to chop new Pastors up and send their remains home in a box.  People are giving up all to become a Christian in Indonesia.

Fasting – It can impact America

I say all of that to get to our subject of the week – fasting.  All of these miraculous stories and revivals through out the world can come to this nation, but it must start with the believers giving up of themselves to see it happen.  It starts with us.  We need to stop focusing on how revival is passing us by and start doing something to grab its attention.

Restoration will come to this land when the Church of America is broken before God.  By broken I mean humble and bare.

This principal is not something I am creating or wishing was true it is based in scripture.

Protection & Repentance

The OT has multiple examples of people fasting for the repentance of a nation

1. Ezra

a. In Ezra’s ministry he used fasting for repentance a couple of times.  The first time it is mentioned is in chapter 8.  Starting in verse 21 we read that Ezra brings a band of priests together to go from Babylon to Jerusalem to teach the people the Law of God.  Ezra proclaims a fast for protection on himself, the priests and all those who were traveling.  

The key verse is verse 21 where Ezra says he proclaimed a fast that “we might humble ourselves before our God to seek from him a safe journey…”

Ezra recognized that when we fast it is an act of humility toward God.  Why?  When we fast it brings us to a place of lowliness, or almost downtrodden.  It doesn’t have to be evident by people around us, but when we willingly deny ourselves food we are saying that we need our God more than we need our food.  When we do this we end up realizing that yes food sustains us temporarily, but for true life we need to be sustained by our relationship with our God.  Fasting is the putting away of the earthly food, and an embracing of the spiritual food that can only come from God himself.

Did Ezra’s fast work?  Yes.  In verse 31, it says, “Then we departed from the river Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month to go to Jerusalem.  The hand of our God was on us, and he delivered us from the hand of the enemy and from ambushes by the way.”


b. In chapter 9 we see Ezra declares another fast, but this time it is for repentance.

As Ezra and his band of priests started to mingle with the returned exiles they start to notice that they had not separated themselves from the people of the lands.  They were taking husbands and wives from the people for whom God told them to stay away from.  

When Ezra hears this news he has this reaction in verses 3-5

We don’t have time to read Ezra’s prayer, but notice what happens when others hear what he is doing. 

Fasting and praying appears to not only affect you, but can also affect other people.

Ezra 10:1-3

2. Nehemiah – 9:1-3

This is a strange feast to our culture because we would never consider doing something like this, but in Israel it was instituted by God to remind the Israelites of their past.  The booth represented their dwelling in the wilderness for 40 years, and their humble beginning.  By them fasting, putting on sackcloth, and earth on their heads it represented humility and repentance.  

At this point in Nehemiah the wall has been finished and the exiles had returned.  However, the main reason for Israel’s problems was not a lack of a wall, or temple – those were surely problems – but the root of the problem laid at the heart of each and every Israeli.  If they only fixed the wall and temple they would have missed the point.  

The same is true for us today if we only fast to receive the benefits of fasting we are missing the point.  Our attitude of fasting is not so much what we can get in the physical world but where we go in the spiritual.

3. Daniel 9:1-5

Daniel’s prayer was for repentance in Jerusalem.  

Guidance

1. Ester 4:12-17

Everyone is generally familiar with the story of Ester, but what can be easily overlooked is how she needed guidance and wisdom on how to approach the king about Haman’s plot to kill the Jews she requests to Mordecai fast and pray for three days before she goes into the Kings presence.  

Earlier in that same chapter Mordecai also fasted and prayed because of Haman’s plot to kill the Jews.  

2. Acts 13:1-3

This scripture doesn’t say the church was praying for anything specific but during their prayer and fast God spoke to them and gave specific instructions on what he wanted to happen.

Why are we not hearing from God?  We need to fast so we can clear our minds and spirits to regain that communication with God.  He will speak.

Benefits

We don’t have time to go into great detail about what Israel was doing wrong, so when you get a chance look over the first part of chapter 58 to see what not to do when you fast.

Isaiah 58

· Loose the bonds of wickedness

· Undo the straps of the yoke

· Let the oppressed go free

· Tend to the poor.

Conclusion

I will end with what I started talking about.  The world is seeing revival in many nations, and most of the time Christians are quick to point out revival is missing America.  Well, I want to say today we could be on the verge of experiencing revival in our day.  Its not that God does not want to send revival, but the question is do we really want to experience it?  Are we will to pay the price, so to speak, to see families changes, marriages restored, teenagers delivered from drugs, companies restored?  It can happen.  We don’t have to guess at the ingredients, it starts with Christians praying and fasting.

I will close with this scripture out of Joel, chapter 2, verses 12-17. 
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