Joshua

I. Name

a. Jehoshua / Joshua = “Help (salvation) of Jehovah”

b. Oshea = “Salvation”
c. Greek = Jesus  (Heb 4:8)
i. KJV:  For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day.

ii. NASB:  For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have spoken of another day after that.

II. Background
a. Son of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim
b. First mention:  To help Moses fight Amalek (Ex 17:9)

c. The minister of Moses on Sinai (Ex 24:13)

d. One of the twelve chiefs who were sent to explore the land of Canaan. (Num 13:17)
e. One of the two who gave an encouraging report of their journey. (Num 14:6)
f. Successor of Moses to lead the people of God (Num 27:18)

g. Under renewed direction of God, assumed the command of the people at Shittim (Josh 1:1) 
i. Sent spies into Jericho
ii. Crossed the Jordan
iii. Fortified a camp at Gilgal
iv. Circumcised the people, kept the Passover

v. Visited by the Captain of the Lord’s host
vi. A miracle made the fall of Jericho more terrible to the Canaanites.
h. Defeated Canaan

i. In six years, six tribes, with thirty-one petty chiefs, were conquered.
j. Died at age 110

III. Study Questions

a. (Exod. 17:8-16) Joshua is introduced to the Bible student in this passage as a competent military leader. What lesson might have impressed Joshua in realizing just how he was able to win this particular battle?

b. (Num. 14:6-10) Moses sent twelve spies into Canaan to develop a strategy for conquering it. Instead, the spies came back with a pessimistic report about fortifications and giants, causing the population to doubt and complain. Joshua was among the spies; what was his opinion of Israel’s prospects?

c.  (Num. 27:18-21) What role is Joshua about to assume? Why him (verse 18)?

d. This phrase probably has less to do with a miraculous measure of ability than a willful attitude of obedience and faith. Paul commands Christians to be filled with the Spirit in Ephesians 5:17-21. What elements of godliness accompanied this description?

e. (Josh. 1:7-8) How did God tell Joshua to speak as the oracles of God?

f. (Josh. 7:1, 19-26) After overseeing a mass circumcision and the defeat of Jericho, Joshua faces his first crisis, the defeat at Ai. Why did Israel lose the initial battle there? What did Joshua do about it? What does this event prove in Joshua’s character?
g. (Josh. 24:14) Joshua gives three points of advice just before his own demise. List them.
h.  (Josh. 24:15) What decision did he compel the people to make? What decision did he make?
