Doers of the Word

James 1:17-27

Background

James 1) brother of Jesus (Gal 1:19, 2:9), he did not believe that Jesus was the Christ until after the Resurrection (John 7:5, 1 Corinthians 15.7). James saw Jesus after the resurrection. James focuses on a Christian lifestyle.
James 1:17.  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 
· God is the Father and fountain of all good.
· God cannot be the author of anything that is evil

· God is unchangeable
· We sinful morals shift constantly – in our morals, our actions, our priorities and attitudes. 
· James 1:13-15.   God does not temp us.   Temptation comes from with us (our sinful nature – from the fall of mankind.   
· It vital for us to have a point of reference that never changes.   That is the unchanging God.  

James 1:18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of first fruits of all the created. (NIV)
· A true Christian is a creature born anew (birth).  2 Cr 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
· God’s perfect gift is the word of truth.   This word is the only thing (perfect) that gives birth to life of a different order – eternal life. 
· The word of truth is the message of the gospel.  Ephesians 1:13. In who ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in who also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with the holy Spirit of promise.
· The Gospel is the birth, life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ    
· The Gospel is indeed the word of truth, or else it could never produce such real, such lasting, such great effects.  John 14.6 Jesus said unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.    

· The end and purpose of God’s giving renewing grace is that we (Christians) be the firstfruits (best of harvest) of humanity.   Matthew 5.14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
James 1:19-27 is a lesson from a proverb

James 1. 19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:
· James hear introduces the broad concepts of the entire book of James: correctly hearing the word (chapter 2), the difficulty of controlling the tongue (chapter 3) and the damaging effect angry speech has on the church (chapter 4).  
· The teaching of each of three concerns is found in the book of Proverbs.  Listening - Proverbs 5:1, 2; 15:31; 19:20; 22:17, 18. Speech Proverbs 10:8, 10, 19: 13.3; and 18:2.  Also see Proverbs 12:16, 14:17: 15:18; 16:32; 17:27; 20:3; 29:11, 20, 22.  
James 1:20  For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God
· The word wrath used here represents the unregulated, hurtful words people shout at others when they are angry.    Angry words that aim to do harm are always wrong.  

· Note anger itself is many ways is natural (coping with stress, unfair things that happen to us in our lives).   How a person deals with his or her anger is the difference between righteous and unrighteous.  
· Question:  What situations pose the most difficult time to stop you from speaking out in anger?   What have you found useful in controlling yourself during those situations?

James 1:21  Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.   (NIV)
· Luke 6.45  A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil; for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.    Out of the month the heart speaks. 
· We are known by our fruits.  What we say and do.  
· The word (back to 1:18) is the only seed that enables people to develop the righteous character that God desires.  
· Humbly vs. selfness/pride/arrogance 

· Full reliance on God for strength to overcome our unrighteous character is the only way we can become people God desires.   The strength is not in us. 

James 1:22 But be ye doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
· The word mentioned here is still the word of truth (1:18)
· Isn’t there a big difference between merely hearing and really listening?  Think of your children - in one hear and out the other or consider your self.  Are we like that when it comes to listen to God’s word…mostly when is something you like to doing…even if you know its wrong?
· God’s warning:  Matthew 7:26.  And every one that heareth these saying of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand.     
· We should hear in order to do – its a gift it will help us.  Frequent hearing of the word will not help us unless we are also doers.  
· 1 John 5.2-3 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments; and his commandments are not grievous.  
· Keep = follow/perform = doer

James 1:23, 24 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.  

· A mirror shows us spots and blemishes on our faces, so the word of God shows us our sins.
· The word/mirrors shows us our true state.  It shows us what is amiss and that it can be amended. We can dress/fix ourselves anew (make proper use of the knowledge) in the mirror if we follow what the word/mirror is telling us what is wrong.   
· vs 24.  We are like this guy if we hear the word, and we go away, we forget the spots and forget the remedy.   Roman 6. 16  Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; weather of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?  There no in between – if you stay away from the world you life style will gravitate to sin or your old man.    
James 1:25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 
· The gospel is the law that gives freedom.  Roman 6:22-23 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.  For the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
· Roman 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
· God blessing and promises are for the doers of the word.  Its not talking its walking that will bring us to heaven.  
James 1:26  if any man among you seem to be religious and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart this man’s religion is vain.  
· We’re are back to verse 1:19

· The way we talk (during those difficult situations) is one of the best and easiest ways for people to experience the value of Christianity. 

· Isn’t true that when we sprout off in anger and unsaved people around doesn’t it discredit us to the world?
James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 

· Not only should a valid religion affect our speech, it should bring about observable improvements in the way we live our lives.    How does God want us to live our lives?
· 1 John 3: 17 But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?
· Philippians 2:3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves 
· Unspotted from the world.    James 4:4. Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 1 John 2:15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
