Colossians 1:28 – A Picture of True Discipleship
Definition: Discipleship is the process by which believers mentor and assist other believers to greater levels of biblical knowledge and spiritual maturity.
I. The Ministers of Discipleship

A. The term “we” is applicable to all believers

B. It is applicable to all believers because of the action (Romans 1:8; Colossians 3:16)
II. The Method of Discipleship

A. The action of discipleship is proclamation through admonishing / teaching

B. Verb = to proclaim, declare, or announce

1. Broad term related to the noun angellos (angel/messenger)

2. Proclaim in many ways (1 Corinthians 11:26)
3. We need to proclaim the truth for believers to grow

C. Participles = “admonishing” and “teaching” – descriptive of the main verb.

1. Proclamation is carried out through admonition and teaching.

2. Teaching  = doctrinal instruction

3. Admonition = personal/practical exhortation in the form of counseling, warning, correction, encouragement, or instruction (negative/positive)  

4. William Hendriksen wrote, “There was no wide gulf between Paul’s admonishing and his teaching. For him abstract doctrine did not exist. Neither did Christian ethics suspended in mid air. On the contrary, Paul’s teaching was done with a view to admonishing; his admonishing was rooted in teaching.” (cf. Colossians 2:6-7)

5. To be effective, your proclamation must include both.

III. The Message of Discipleship

A. The content of the proclamation – one word – “Him”

B. It is always about Christ.  He is the truth.  He transforms/changes lives.

C. What does proclaiming Him encompass?  

1. In Colossians, Paul uses the word “Christ” 26 times

a. Person of Christ: God, Lord, headship/authority, supremacy, power.  

b. Work of Christ: deliverance, redemption, forgiveness, atonement, reconciliation, death and resurrection

c. Implications to us: Faith, the gospel, Christ in you the hope of glory, the power of Christ, the peace of Christ, the word of Christ, how to wholeheartedly serve Christ

D. Colossians 2:8  
E. Our message is not man-centered but God-centered.

IV. The Magnitude of Discipleship

A. Two areas illustrating the magnitude – the extent to which it is done
B. First Area: The extent of the audience – “every man” 
1. Every believer ought to be discipled
a. Gentiles/Jews, women/men, old/young, mature/new believers, etc.

b. It is repeated to emphasize that all believers are included (no special classes).

2. What level of spiritual maturity qualifies you to be discipled?  

C. Second Area: The extent of the content – “all wisdom”
1. Colossians 2:2-4 – Christ is the embodiment of divine wisdom

2. We proclaim all truth to all men, not some truth to some men.

V. The Motive of Discipleship (1:28c) – Why it is done 

A. To present ourselves and other believers before God as holy. 

B. First Component: Presenting men to God

1. Present = offer or stand before

2. God the Father – 2 Corinthians 4:14

3. God the Son  – Ephesians 5:27 (cf. Colossians 1:22)
4. Other Believers – 2 Corinthians 11:2 

5. Ourselves – 2 Timothy 2:15

C. Second Component: “in Christ”

1. There is a big difference between being in Christ and not. 
D. Third Component: Perfection

1. Imagery  = sacrificial system ( God required sacrifices to be spotless and blameless

2. Our ultimate motive for holiness ( God deserves it and it gives Him glory.

3. NASB ( “complete.”  Also “perfect” or “mature”.  

a. The idea is spiritual maturity ( full-grown, having come to full development

b. Although we will never accomplish this in this lifetime, we are called to strive to be as Christ-like as possible. (1 John 2:6; Matthew 5:48)
4. The discipler ought to be willing to exert great energy to see others grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is the goal of all ministry. (Colossians 1:29; Galatians 4:19)
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